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direction has been settled, will involve a more exacting
kind of tactics, as it aims, besides exerting a moral
action, at entirely utilising such perfected physical
means, rifles and guns, as are at its disposal.

In any case, what has been said about the philosophy
of battle and about the arguments it puts forward
remains true in the main, as it is the same moral being,
man, who is fighting; the forces in action are ruled by
the same mechanics.

The various acts of battle will therefore remain the
same: to prepare, to carry out, and to utilise the
decisive attack.

The task of the commander consists, as in the past,
in foreseeing those acts from the outset, and in adopting
a distribution of forces which should, so as to meet the
needs, tend to: (1) Protecting the forces from the
enemy, and therefore opposing to him, on all points
where he shows himself, forces capable of resisting for
the whole time the preparation will last; and (2f Organ-
ising the decisive act, while reserving a mass which should
be ready to meet the unforeseen or to intervene at the
right time in the struggle, according as it is necessary
to parry or to thrust; a disposition which, in^order to
comply with the principle of economy of forces, devotes
to preparation what is strictly necessary; to execution
the largest numbers possible, and to utilisation every-
thing that is left valid. But it is not possible to submit
the distribution of the whole to absolute rules of a
mathematical nature, more especially as regards the
reserve of the last hour, the strength of which obviously
depends upon such information concerning the enemy
as one may possess at that mom&xt, also upon circum-
stances and upon the temperament of the commander.

Let us remember Bonaparte sending his last man
into action at Abukeer, and Napoleon in 1812 sparing
his reserve at the Moskowa (Borodino), because at the
Moskowa, instead of being a young general with a
future who had nothing to risk, but everything to
gain, he was a successful Emperor who had everything
to lose. So true is it that, according to the stake, he
himself altered his play.

Let us then resume, under these modern conditions,
the study of the preparation and execution of a decisive